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O Napoleon in the Flesh

L

@ David A. Bell

“The Emperor Mapoleon had oot yed left his bedroom and was
fimishing Bis wiler. Utering livde snorts and grunts, be presented
now his stout back, now his plump hairy chest 1o the flesh-brish with
which a valet was mubbing him down, Another valet, with his finger
over the mouth of a boule, was sprinkling eau-de-Cologne on the
Emperors pampered person ., 7 There is something about Tolstoy's
deseription of Napoleon Bonaparte on the eve of the baule of
Barmsdino that is wot only wonderfully funny, bue marvelously reveal
ing about nineteenth-century astimdes towards the French emperon
Afrer all, the grem novelist never depicted Teo Alexander e inalette.
Mor did he go so far as to undres General Rutuzoy, although he did
not hesitate 1o present the Russian commander as sliding towards the
edge of mental and physical ruin. But there is something aboue
Napoleon that invites the intimacy of the rubbed flesh and the Tinde
snorts, Troe, Napoleon himself, during the years of his role, desper-
ately ried e create monarchical distance berween himsell and his
subjects. Borrowing mdiscriminately from the Romans, from
Charternagne and from Loass XTIV, he draped his pesson in ermine,
his entourage in gavdy uniforms and gaodier tides (Duke of Raguosa,
Prinee of Benevenio . . .}, and his citics in grandiose stone monu
ments to glore Yei to his subpecs, and particularly his Gaithbul
gregmards, he stubbornly remained the “hiule corporal” who shared
the discomfors and privations of his troops, and who stepped in w
help aim the arallery pleces at the baitle of Lodi. Which is to sy that

L% Todedoy, Wor amd Deare, trans. Rosemary Edmonds (Lendon: Penguin, 1952)
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