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“The Emperor MNapoleon had not yer left his bedroom and was
. finishing his wilet. Unering linde snons and grunts, be presented
6 Format: Print now his stout back, now his plamp hairy chest o the flesh-brush with
which i valet was rubbing him down, Another valet, with his finger
over the mouth of a botile, was sprinkling cau-de-Calogne on the
Emperor’s pampered person . . S There is something about Tolstoy's
deseription of Napoleon Bonapaste on the eve of the battle of
Borodine that is wet enly wonderfully funny, bue marvelously reveal
ing abont nineteenthceniury attitudes towards the French emperor
Afier all, the great novelist never depicted T Alexander | en imlatte.
tor did he go so B as to undress General Kooy, although be did
nat hesitate to preseit the Russian commander as shiding wowards the
edge of memal and physical ruin. But there s something abour
Mapoleon that invites the intimacy of the rubbed flesh and the Tile
snorts. Troe, Napoleon himself, during the years of his rule. desper-
ately tried 1o create monarchical distance berween himsell and his
subjects. Borrowing indiseriminately from the Romans, from
Charlemagne and from Louss XTIV, he draped his person in ermine,
his entourage in gaudy uniforms and gaudier titdes (Duke of Ragusa,
Prinee of Benevento . ), and his cities in grandiose stone monu
ments o glory Yei to his subjects, and particularly his faithiul
gregreards, he stubbornly remained the “lhinle corporal” who shared
the discomfors and privations of his toops, and who stepped in oo
help aim the arullery pieces ae the bavle of Lodi. Which is te say that
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Parenthetical Reference
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