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® Napoleon in the Flesh

v
“ David A. Bell

“The Emperor Mapolean had not yer lefl his bedroom and was
finishing hie woilet. Utiering linde snons and grunts, he presented
now his stout back, now his plump hairy ehest 1o the flesh-brush with
which a valer was rubbing him down, Another valet, with his finger
aver the mouth of a botile, was sprinkling cau-de-Cologne on the
Emperors pampered person .7 There is something about Tolstoy's
deseription of Napoleon Bonapaste on the eve of the baule of
Borodine that is woet enly wonderfully funny, bue marvelously reveal
ing about nineteenth centry autitudes wwards the French emperor.
Afrerall, the great novelist never depicted Tar Alexander | tolite
Bor did he go so Fareas o undoess General Kueoy, although be did
nat hesitate 1o present the Russian commander as sliding wowards the
edge of mental and physical ruin. But there is something abour
MNapoleon that invites the intimacy of the rubbed flesh and the Tinle
snarts. True, Napoleon himself, during the years of his rule, desper-
ately tried o create monarchical distance berween himself and his
subjects. Borrowing indiseriminately from the Romans, from
Charlemagne and from Lows XIV, he draped his person i ermine,
his entourage in gaudy uniforms and gaudier ttles (Duke of Ragusa,
Prinee of Beneventa -, L), and his cities in grandiose stone monu
ments e glory. Yet to his subjects, and particularly his fuithiul
mregnards, e stubboraly remained the “hinle corporal” who shared
the discomiores and privations of his troops, and who stepped in w
help aim the arullery iiucu: ar the bacle of Lodi, Which is we say that
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